This book by R. Schoch addresses the evolutionary history of amphibians, the earliest vertebrates to emerge onto land, with the aim of providing a factual framework to the analysis of a series of significant biological issues, such as morphogenesis, heterochrony, and adaptation, to name a few. It also furnishes a fascinating overview of how the changes in the theoretical basis of biological thinking have impacted the interpretation of raw evidence. Because of the biphasic life of many amphibians, they constitute plausible model-organisms to study the morphological and physiological features involved in the change of habits and habitat.
The book is divided into ten chapters. The Introduction begins with the discussion of the definition of Amphibia, a name that herein is applied to lissamphibians and all the taxa on their stem. The author argues against the past view that salamanders constitute a reasonable model to study the passage from water to land and criticizes the ecological scenarios that putatively forced vertebrates out of the ancestral pond, in view of the most recent studies suggesting the fundamentally aquatic lifestyle of early tetrapods. Some basic topics on the cladistic method to reconstruct the interrelationships of taxa are also briefly described in this chapter. In Chapter 2, the author overviews the history of tetrapods, which spans over 300 million years, including the latest discoveries. He comments on the significance of 12 exaptations in the origin of tetrapods and the appearance of other features that might be interpreted as synapomorphies but, as the fossil record demonstrates, result from convergent evolution. Several significant basal taxa, 
